PACIFIC  COAST  ASSOCIATION  OF  FRIENDS 
No.  22  October,  1944 


1.  The  thirteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Paci- 
fic Coast  Association  of  Friends,  held  at  the  Hark- 
er  School,  Palo  Alto,  California,  met  August  18th, 
1944,  at  4:00  p.m. 

Opening  Session 

2.  We  have  worshipped  together  and  been 
strengthened. 

3.  The  usual  reports  from  the  various  meetings 
were  simplified  and  confined  to  items  of  unu.su al 
interest  in  each  group.  It  was  explained  that 
membership  in  the  Association  is  by  individuals 
and  not  by  meetings,  so  that  nothing  offi-^ial  was 
implied  by  the  reports  of  meeting  activities.  The 
following  groups  were  either  directly  represented 
or  spoken  of  in  the  reports:  San  Diego,  Riverside, 
Whittier,  Orange  Grove,  Villa  Street,  Raymond 
Street,  Mount  Hollywood,  West  Los  Angeles  (a 
new  group),  San  Jose,  Palo  Alto,  San  Francisco, 
Berkeley,  Fresno,  Sacramento,  Denair,  in  Califor- 
nia; Corvallis  and  Portland  in  Oregon;  Seattle 
and  Spokane  in  Washington;  and  new  groups  in 
Kootenay  in  British  Columbia  and  in  Denver, 
Colorado,  and  Tucson,  Arizona.  Extracts  were  read 
from  a letter  from  the  group  in  Honolulu  in  which 
they  reported  the  establishment  of  a second 
group  on  the  Islands.  Report  was  also  made  of 
the  various  groups  meeting  in  the  Civilian  Public 
Service  Camps  in  the  area.  In  this  connection  re- 
ference was  also  made  to  the  Southern  California 
Friends  Fellow’ship  group. 

4.  The  following  people  were  appointed  as  a 
committee  to  prepare  suitable  letters  to  send  to 
the  new  groups  inviting  them  into  our  fellowship, 
as  well  as  to  prepare  a returning  minute  for  Har- 
old Chance  who  is  present  with  a minute  from 
Boston  Monthly  Meeting:  Myrtle  Adams,  Helen 
Stevenson,  and  Ed  Sanders. 

5.  A letter  of  greeting  was  read  from  Howard 
Brinton  to  which  the  clerk  was  asked  to  prepare 
a suitable  reply. 

6.  Peter  Tennant,  an  Enghsh  Friend,  was  in- 
troduced and  welcomed  to  the  meeting.  He  indicat- 
ed something  of  his  service  in  the  Friends  Am- 
bulance Unit  in  China.  Introductions  were  made 
of  a number  of  men  present  from  the  Civilian 
Public  Service  Camps  and  numerous  other  visitors 
were  welcomed  and  urged  to  take  full  part  in  the 
sessions. 

7.  The  following  were  appointed  a nominating 
committee  to  prepare  a list  of  names  to  serve  the 
meeting  for  the  coming  year;  Joseph  Conard, 
William  C.  James,  Marguerite  Wells,  Floyd 
Schmoe  and  Dorothy  Murray. 

8.  Tom  Hunt  was  asked  to  serve  as  temporary 
treasurer,  in  the  absence  of  the  treasurer,  William 


Taylor,  who  is  on  his  way  to  the  far  east.  Friends 
were  urged  to  see  Tom  Hunt  and  make  their  con- 
tributions to  the  budget  of  the  Association. 

Meeting  adjourned  to  meet  at  approximately 
7:30. 

Friday  Evening  Session 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

9.  We  listened  to  a competent  summary  made 
by  William  E.  Lawrence  of  the  Epistles  received 
by  this  meeting  from  Friends  in  all  parts  of  the 
world.  We  were  brought  into  a renewed  sense  of 
unity  with  Friends  as  we  became  more  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  distresses  and  joys  that  are 
the  common  experiences  of  us  all.  We  were  led 
into  a new  fellowship  of  love  with  “Friends  Ev- 
erywhere,” a term  which  has  taken  on  a new 
meaning  for  us.  We  realize  anew  the  powers  that 
a volume  of  friendship  holds  for  the  development 
of  the  Kingdom  of  God  among  men. 

10.  The  following  were  appointed  a committee 
to  prepare  an  epistle  to  be  sent  by  this  meeting 
to  Friends  everywhere;  Mary  Wildman,  Phillip 
Wells,  Betty  Goodman  and  William  Lawrence. 

11.  We  again  considered  the  plans  for  a propos- 
ed Pacific  Area  conference  that  was  called  to  our 
attention  last  year  and  recorded  in  minute  28  of 
that  meeting.  We  considered  the  need  for  fellow- 
ship and  inter-visitation  and  the  desire  for  spirit- 
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This  issue  of  the  Friends’  Bulletin  is  given 
over  to  a report  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Pac- 
ific Coast  Association  of  Friends.  Those  who  were 
there  will  find  reassurance  that  those  sessions 
really  happened:  those  unable  to  dttend  may 
catch  the  fine  spirit  which  marked  the  days  to- 
gether in  Palo  Alto  as  a “precious  time.”  It  is  the 
hope  of  the  Bulletin  Committee  as  we  slowly  move 
away  from  our  annual  meeting  that  the  pleasant 
memories  of  fine  people,  fine  activities  and  fine 
aspirations  will  not  be  light  or  easy  memories. 
Our  coming  together  was  an  evidence  of  our  need 
for  one  another:  we  sensed  that  our  need  was 
shared  by  many  others  and  that  all  the  world  is 
in  need  of  “a  peculiar  people.”  This  may  be  our 
destiny:  we  have  made  a pact  that  life  would  be 
different  for  our  having  come  together. 

“The  woods  are  lovely,  dark  and  deep. 

But  I have  promises  to  keep 
And  miles  to  go  before  I sleep, 

And  miles  to  go  before  I sleep.” 
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ual  unity,  as  well  as  plans  that  might  lead  to  some 
torm  of  organization  of  this  wide  geographic  area. 
The  appointment  of  a committee  to  develop  plans, 
in  co-operation  with  the  World  Committee  for 
Consultation,  and  other  concerned  groups,  was 
referred  to  the  Nominating  Committee,  with  the 
proposal  that  Floyd  Schmoe  be  named  as  chair- 
man. 

The  meeting  adjourned  to  meet  at  9:30  a.m. 
Saturday  the  19th. 

Saturday  Morning  Session 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

12.  A letter  of  greeting  was  read  from  Samuel 
Nagata  from  the  Heart  Mountain  Relocation  cen- 
ter. Helen  E.  Brill  was  asked  to  write  our  Friend 
expressing  our  sincerest  greetings. 

13.  The  Bulletin  Committee  reported  having 
issued  four  editions  during  the  year.  Many  sug- 
gestions were  made  as  to  the  future  of  the  Bul- 
letin, and  plans  for  financing  its  production. 
Plans  were  urged  to  correct  the  mailing  list  where 
possible,  and  to  send  in  news  items  that  are  of 
interest  to  the  readers,  as  well  as  articles  for 
publication.  These  articles  are  important  as  they 
give  an  insight  into  the  ideas  and  attitudes  in 
which  we  share  a common  interest.  The  meeting 
expressed  its  appreciation  for  the  time  and  effort 
expended  by  the  committee  in  the  preparation  and 
publication  of  the  Bulletin. 

14.  The  Treasurer’s  report  was  incomplete,  due 
to  the  removal  of  the  treasurer  on  rather  short 
notice.  The  clerks  were  instructed  to  secure, 
from  this  new  treasurer,  when  appointed,  a state- 
ment of  the  condition  of  finances  as  of  the  date 
of  the  conference  and  to  include  such  report  in 
the  minutes.  This  report  follows: 


Receipts: 

8-16,  1944 — Balance  on  hand  $168.76 

Contributions  102.00 


$270.76 

Disbursements : 

Friends  World  Committee $ 6.00 

Printing  Bulletin,  Mail,  etc 293.27 


$299.27 

Balance  as  of  8-14,  1944 — Deficit  $ 28.51 


15.  Our  attention  was  called  to  the  necessity 
for  our  becoming  interested  and  concerned  in  the 
real  life  of  our  community,  at  all  its  levels,  that 
we  might  become  effective  in  working  with  groups 
that  already  exist  and  through  which  we  can  ex- 
press our  convictions  and  concerns.  The  method  of 
mixing  by  inter-visitation  and  inter-communica- 
tion is  not  alone  informative,  but  is  also  an  aid 
toward  the  solution  of  many  of  our  personal  prob- 
lems. This  method  also  helps  point  the  way  to 
solutions  of  problems  in  our  larger  life.  We  must 
intentionally  seek  to  discover  concerned  people 
from  all  areas  of  life  and  all  parts  of  the  world. 
We  must  seek  to  create  a society  that  emanates 
from  groups  up  and  out,  rather  than  from  the  top 
dcrwn.  The  discovery  and  creation  of  like  minded 
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people  is  the  purpose  of  visitation,  and  not  just 
the  elimination  of  differences.  To  achieve  this 
requires  our  united  and  individual  attention.  The 
function  of  any  committee  on  Visitation  is  two- 
fold; that  of  actual  visiting  by  members  of  the 
committee,  and  the  encouragement  of  others  to 
undertake  visiting  on  their  own  account.  Friends 
were  encouraged  to  secure  credentials  from  their 
meetings  when  travelling  as  these  not  only  serve 
as  an  introduction  but  also  carry  greetings  from 
one  meeting  to  another. 

16.  Harold  Chance  called  our  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  opportunities  before  us  are  many  and 
great,  and  that  many  are  expecting  us  as  the 
Society  of  Friends  to  serve  as  the  cohesive  and 
healing  agent  in  our  larger  society.  He  realistical- 
ly raised  the  question  as  to  whether  Friends  were 
ready  spiritually  to  accept  the  task  and  so  be 
what  our  society  expects  of  us  and  what  God 
requires  us  to  be. 

The  meeting  adjourned  until  2:45  p.m.  this  after- 
noon. 

Afternoon  Session 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

17.  We  considered  the  claims  on  our  society  in 
connection  with  the  Selective  Service  Act  and  the 
Conscientious  Objector,  as  worked  out  in  the  Civ- 
ilian Public  Service  camps.  Some  have  felt  that  we 
should  withdraw  our  support  from  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  camps  together,  in  order  that  we 
might  more  successfully  administer  to  the  spirit- 
ual and  material  needs  of  the  men,  while  others 
have  felt  that  we  can  do  this  by  helping  to  develop 
the  real  group  and  individual  fellowship  with  the 
men  while  still  in  camps,  where  they  believe  the 
experience  can  still  be  made  a positive  and  con- 
structive demonstration  of  an  alternative  to  war, 
both  in  fullness  of  integrity  and  good  faith.  In 
any  event  we  feel  that  it  is  an  obligation  of  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee  to  seek  a 
more  creative  relationship  with  the  Selective  Ser- 
vice Board.  Friends  are  urged  to  persist  in  their 
visitation  among  the  men  while  they  are  in  camp 
or  as  guests  in  our  homes,  and  to  help  secure  op- 
portunities for  special  projects  for  detached  ser- 
vice. We  must  become  concerned  about  plans  for 
the  re-entry  of  the  men  into  community  life  upon 
their  demobilization.  We  would  wish  to  express 
our  appreciation  of  the  work  of  The  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  in  all  its  efforts  and 
plans  as  it  seeks  to  overcome  the  difficulties  of 
administering  the  camps. 

18.  We  enjoyed  a report  from  the  Work  Camp- 
ers who  have  been  working  this  summer  at  the 
South  Berkeley  Community  Church,  an  inter- 
racial church.  The  Camp  was  under  the  direction 
of  Bob  James  and  family.  The  group  painted  the 
church,  made  needed  repairs.  They  lived  in  a 
school  house  in  the  district,  carried  on  a Vacation 
Bible  School  and  in  play  and  social  activities  in 
the  community  they  were  able  to  participate  in 
many  inter-racial  experiences  that  they  hope 
have  been  constructive. 

19.  As  we  thought  through  the  implications  of 
Peacetime  Conscription  of  our  youth  for  military 
training,  we  became  united  in  our  opposition  to 
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such  a program.  We  believe  that  our  opposition 
should  be  vigorous  and  to  the  point  that  not  only 
should  we  prepare  our  youth  for  the  trial,  but 
that  we,  all  of  us,  be  prepared  to  bear  the  burden 
jointly  with  them.  We  are  urged  to  be  active  in 
our  opposition  to  the  act  and  the  propaganda  that 
is  preparing  the  way  for  its  passage.  It  was  pro- 
posed that  alternate  service,  somewhat  after  the 
English  pattern,  be  adopted,  which  would  permit 
our  youth  to  make  their  contribution  in  this  dif- 
ferent form.  It  was  proposed  that  a national  policy 
of  constructive  peace  time  service,  on  the  part  of 
all  the  youth  of  the  country,  be  set  up  and  that 
the  program  be  administered  by  the  Federal  De- 
partment of  Education. 

Friends  are  urged  to  co-operate  with  all  groups 
truly  concerned  with  this  problem,  and  to  testify 
to  the  more  fundamental  parts  of  our  social  re- 
sponsibility as  evidenced  in  the  need  for  rethinking 
and  implementing  the  economic  and  foreign  poli- 
cies of  this  country  in  conformity  with  friendly 
principles. 

The  meeting  adjourned  until  7:30  p.m. 

Evening  Session 

20.  Peter  Tennant  discussed  with  us  his  experi- 
ence in  the  China  Unit  of  the  Friends  Ambulance 
Unit.  He  told  of  the  plan  of  organization  and  sup- 
port of  the  Unit,  as  well  as  some  of  the  problems 
in  connection  with  the  work  in  the  field.  He 
explained  that  the  work  is  more  than  internation- 
ed:  it  is  non-national.  The  hospital  and  first  aid 
work  with  the  soldiers  is  all  of  a sort  that  would 
not  be  done  if  left  to  the  army  to  do,  as  it  is  not 
equipped  to  care  for  the  needs  of  its  men.  The 
medical  services  to  the  civilian  population  are  dif- 
ficult since  the  supply  of  drugs  is  exhausted.  The 
Unit  is  hauling  in  supplies  under  great  difficulties 
and  over  great  distances. 

21.  We  gave  consideration  to  the  problems  and 
difficulties  of  Japanese  relocation.  Friends  felt 
that  these  people  should  be  allowed  to  settle  as 
individuals,  students,  or  families  in  new  areas  or 
in  their  old  home  districts.  Our  attention  was  call- 
ed to  the  technique  that  is  set  up  by  the  War 
Relocation  Authority  by  which  individuals  can 
be  returned  to  community  life.  It  is  believed  that 
by  careful  preparation  this  can  be  accomplished. 
We  are  urged  to  make  our  homes  available,  and 
to  have  faith  in  the  good  citizens  of  our  country 
who  are  now,  or  can  easily  become,  anxious  to 
assist  in  this  undertaking. 

Our  attention  has  been  called  to  the  attempt 
that  is  being  made  to  settle  a group  of  Japanese 
families  in  an  inter-racial  area  centering  around 
the  growing  and  preparation  of  “guayule”  a rub- 
ber substitute.  This  concern  was  recommended 
to  Friends  for  investigation  and  support,  it  being 
one  way  in  which  we  can  work  on  the  relocation 
problem. 

The  meeting  adjourned  to  meet  at  9:30  a.m., 
Sunday,  the  20th. 

Sunday  Morning  Session 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

22.  Consideration  was  given  the  report  of  the-^'i^tit 


Friends  Fellowship  Council  addressed  to  this 
meeting. 

23.  The  report  of  the  World  Committee  for 
Consultation  was  noted  and  Friends  were  urged 
to  become  familiar  with  its  activities. 

24.  Attention  was  called  to  the  plans  proposed 
by  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting’s  Peace  Commit- 
tee for  the  Tercentenary  Celebration  of  William 
Penn.  Plans  for  this  celebration  were  in  the  hands 
of  most  of  the  groups  represented. 

25.  An  appreciation  was  expressed  of  the  re- 
port of  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee 
addressed  to  this  meeting. 

26.  Wilbur  Braxton  of  Barnesville,  Ohio,  told 
us  of  the  aims  of  Friends  Boarding  School  edu- 
cation, and  something  about  the  work  at  Barnes- 
ville School.  Helen  C.  Stevenson  reported  on  the 
developments  of  Pacific  Ackworth,  in  which  about 
30  students  were  enrolled  for  the  year.  Students 
come  from  varied  racial  and  religious  back- 
grounds. We  need  to  consider  the  needs  of  our 
times  and  modify  our  educational  procedures  in 
order  to  encourage  in  our  children  complete  and 
wholesome  living.  Our  beliefs  should  be  such  that 
our  youth  can  accept  them,  and  still  be  able  to 
live  realistically.  In  co-operating  with  other 
churches  in  the  program  of  Religious  Education, 
made  possible  by  law,  we  are  contributing  to  the 
development  of  trained  and  educated  Christian 
citizens, 

A note  from  the  Scattergood  School  was  called 
to  our  attention,  and  we  rejoice  with  them  that 
they  are  able  to  re-open  their  school  this  year. 

The  meeting  adjourned  until  2:15  p.m. 

Sunday  Afteomocm  Session 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

27.  The  Committee  on  letters  and  returning 
minutes  reported  that  they  had  completed  their 
duties.  The  clerk  was  instructed  to  sign  the  let- 
ters and  forward  them  to  the  proper  persons. 

28.  The  clerk  was  asked  to  express  to  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee  our  apprec- 
iation of  the  work  of  Harold  Chance  and  for  the 
time  he  has  been  present  at  our  conference. 

29.  The  report  of  the  Nominating  Committee 
was  read  and  approved  as  follows: 

Clerk 

Esther  B.  Rhoads,  426  N.  Raymond  St.,  Pasadena, 
California 

Alternates 

Robert  H.  Dann,  725  N.  26th  St.,  Corvallis,  Ore. 
William  E.  Lawrence,  135  N.  26th  St.,  Corvallis, 
Ore. 

Assistant  Clerk 

Alice  Harris,  Route  3,  Box  248,  Eugene,  Ore. 

Treasurer 

Nina  Heaton,  555  10th  St.,  Santa  Monica,  Calif. 

Bulletin  Committee 

Edwin  and  Marian  Sanders,  516  W.  Longden,  Ar- 
cadia, Calif. 

Phillip  Wells,  1108  Baldwin  Ave.,  Arcadia,  Calif. 
Ruth  Hampton,  1227  N,  Rio  Hondo  Pkwy.,  El 
Monte,  Calif. 
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David  Walden,  426  N.  Raymond  Ave.,  Pasadena, 
Calif. 

Hannah  Erskine,  1649  San  Lorenzo  Ave.,  Berke- 
ley, Calif.  (Also  Berkeley  correspondent) 

Coirespondeiits 

Hugh  Hamilton,  735  Yale,  Claremont,  Calif. 

Betty  Shults,  4343  Griffin  Ave.,  Los  Angeles  31, 
Calif.  (Orange  Grove) 

Leslie  Spelman,  1228  Center  St.,  Redlands,  Calif. 
(Riverside) 

John  Mott,  516  Flower,  Pasadena  6,  Calif.  (Villa) 
Anna  Stevens,  1616  Morada  PL,  Altadena,  Calif. 
(Raymond) 

Ricarda  Pyle,  530  Bright  Ave.,  Whittier,  Calif. 
Kathleen  Moran,  1316%  Lucile,  Hollywood,  Calif. 
Edith  Sperry,  638%  Lincoln,  Santa  Monica,  Calif. 
(West  Los  Angeles) 

Joshua  Baily,  Jr.,  4435  Ampudia  St.,  San  Diego  3, 
Calif. 

Inez  Foreman,  2714  E.  Drachman  St.,  Tucson, 
Arizona 

Pearl  W.  MacPherson,  1294  Flamilton  Ave.,  Palo 
Alto,  Calif.  (San  Jose) 

Jessie  Whittern,  219  Hawthorne  Ave.,  Palo  Alto, 
Calif.  (Palo  Alto) 

Mabel  Pound  Adams,  1109  Teneighth  Way,  Sac- 
ramento, Calif. 

Grace  Lawrence,  135  N.  26th  St.,  Corvallis,  Ore. 
(Williamette  Valley) 

Ben  A.  Darling,  11724  Exeter  Ave,  N.  E.,  Seattle 
55,  Wash. 

Gordon  Hirabayashi,  E.  17  Seventh,  Spokane  10, 
Wash. 

Alta  Green,  1149  Markham  Way,  Sacramento, 
Calif.  (Citrus  Heights) 

Russell  MacArthur,  Princeton,  British  Columbia, 
Canada 

Elizabeth  Owens,  160  Delmar  St.,  San  Francisco, 

Calif. 

Committee  on  Visitation 

Marguerite  Wells,  516  W.  Longden,  Arcadia,  Calif. 
Eubanks  Carsner,  3920  Bandini  Ave.,  Riverside, 
Calif. 

Randolph  Hutchins,  Lewis  and  Clark  College, 
Portland,  Ore. 

Beatrice  Shipley,  1837  N.  Berendo,  Los  Angeles  27, 
Calif. 

John  Way,  612  N.  Sunset,  Temple  City,  Calif. 
David  Henley,  426  N.  Raymond  Ave.,  Pasadena, 
Calif. 

Joe  Conard,  1830  Sutter  Street,  San  Francisco  15, 
Calif. 

Walt  Godfrey,  483  E.  Villa,  Pasadena,  Calif. 
Margaret  Rohrer,  1418  Grape  Street,  Denver,  Colo. 
Josephine  Duveneck,  Hidden  Villa  Ranch,  Los  Al- 
tos, Calif. 

William  C.  James,  670  San  Luis  Road,  Berkeley, 
Calif. 

Robert  H.  Dann,  725  N.  29th  Street,  Corvallis,  Ore. 


Floyd  C.  Schmoe,  3959  15th  Ave.  N.  E.,  Seattle, 
Wash. 

Russell  MacArthur,  Princeton,  British  Columbia, 
Canada 

Committee  on  the  Pacific  Rim  Conference 
FlojM  C.  Sclimoe,  3959  15th  Ave.  N.  E.,  Seattle, 
Wash. 

Vern  James,  604  Tennyson  Ave.,  Palo  Alto,  Calif. 
Greia  Isenbcrg,  2175  Cougar  St.,  Palo  Alto,  Calif. 
Est’ier  Rhoads,  426  N.  Raymond,  Pasadena,  Calif. 
Sce'/'a  Laughiin,  1705  Court  St.,  Salem,  Ore. 
Catherine  Cox  and  Gilbert  Bowles,  % Dorothea  C. 
Morse,  2950  Pacific  Heights  Road,  Honolulu, 
T.  H. 

Robert  H.  Dann,  725  N.  29th  St.,  Corvallis,  Ore. 
Eubanks  Carsner,  3920  Bandini  Ave.,  Riverside, 
Calif. 

Anna  James,  670  San  Luis  Road,  Berkeley,  Calif. 

Members  of  the  Fellowship  Council 
Mabel  Pound  Adams,  1109  Teneighth  Way,  Sac- 
ramento, Calif. 

David  Walden,  426  N.  Raymond,  Pasadena,  Calif. 

Friends  World  Committee  on  Consultadon 
Floyd  C.  Schmoe,  3959  15th  Ave.  N.  E.,  Seattle, 
Wash. 

William  C.  James,  670  San  Luis  Road,  Berkeley, 
Calif. 

30.  The  Epistle  Committee  read  its  proposed 
epistle.  After  consideration  it  was  approved  and 
the  clerk  instructed  to  sign  and  send  to  the  Year- 
ly and  General  Meeting  throughout  the  world,  and 
to  the  Independent  groups  in  the  United  States. 

31.  An  Invitation  from  Puget  Sound  Quarterly 
Meeting  to  hold  our  conference  next  year  in  the 
Puget  Sound  area  was  enthusiastically  accepted 
and  the  dates  set  for  August  17,  18  and  19,  1945. 

32.  It  was  proposed  that  Friends  attempt  to 
hold  conferences,  several  times  a year,  in  their 
own  areas,  that  may  in  a measure  serve  to  pre- 
pare the  way  for  a consideration  of  the  State  of 
Society  among  us. 

33.  Helen  Brill  and  Emily  Lehan  were  appoint- 
ed to  prepare  a report  of  our  meeting  to  be  sent 
to  the  press  and  other  suitable  journals,  including 
the  various  Friends  papers. 

34.  Friends  were  urged  to  write  their  Senators 
and  Representatives  expressing  opposition  to  the 
proposed  Peacetime  Conscription. 

35.  Our  thought  turned  in  the  direction  of  the 
future  organization  of  our  Association.  The  follow- 
ing named  Friends  were  asked  to  serve  as  a 
committee  to  survey  the  situation  and  report  with 
recommendation  to  our  next  session:  William  C. 
James,  Phillip  Wells,  Floyd  C.  Schmoe,  Louise 
Langston,  Florence  Conard,  William  E.  Lawrence, 
and  Robert  H.  Dann,  the  latter  to  serve  as  chair- 
man. 

36.  The  treasurer  was  instructed  to  send  six 
dollars  to  the  Friends  World  Committee  on  Con- 
sultation as  our  contribution  to  that  budget. 

37.  Our  attention  was  called  to  the  needs  of 
the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation. 
The  treasurer  was  instructed  to  send  ten  dollars 
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as  a contribution  toward  the  budget  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  Friends  were  urged  to  support  the 
work  of  the  committee.  Appreciation  was  express- 
ed for  the  method  this  committee  is  using  in  its 
effort  to  get  the  true  and  the  right  rather  than 
the  purely  expedisnt  and  propagandistic  before 
our  legislators. 

38.  Extracts  were  read  from  a letter  from 
Frederick  Sainty,  from  England,  expressing  his 
love  and  greetings  to  Friends  on  this  Coast.  Greet- 
ings were  received  from  Sceva  B.  Laughlin,  of 
Salem,  Oregon;  John  Johnson  from  New  Zealand; 
Lloyd  L.  MacCracken  from  Pasadena;  and  Ben 
and  Henrietta  Darling  from  Seattle.  The  clerk  was 
asked  to  acknowledge  these  communications  and 
to  send  our  Christian  greetings  and  fellowship. 

39.  The  assistant  clerk  was  asked  to  write  in 
a minute  expressing  the  appreciation  of  the  meet- 
ing for  the  services  of  Robert  Dann  as  clerk  over 
the  past  number  of  years. 


40.  We  have  sought  to  know  the  will  of  God  as 
it  applies  to  the  normal  affairs  of  our  daily  lives, 
and  the  problems  of  our  larger  society.  In  our 
deliberations  we  have  been  aware  of  the  leading 
that  is  found  in  “The  Mind  of  Christ.”  The  meet- 
ing adjourned  to  meet  in  the  Puget  Sound  area, 
eighth  month,  17-18-19,  1945. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  meeting, 

Robert  H.  Dann,  Clerk 
Helen  Ely  Brill,  Assistant  Clerk 


The  Bulletin  Committee  had  added  to  its  organ- 
ization a full  list  of  correspondents  from  nearly 
every  meeting.  The  idea  of  the  Association  was 
these  would  serve  as  local  reporters.  We  hope  to 
put  out  a news  sheet  between  this  issue  and  the 
next  regular  printed  Bulletin  which  will  supply 
the  news  necessarily  left  out  of  this  issue.  Please, 
read  the  name  of  yiour  correspondent  and  send 
in  j'our  news  early. 
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We  have  faced  together  the  dangers,  responsi- 
bilities, and  opportunities  which  will  come  with  the 
cessation  of  hostilities.  The  task  of  helping  Am- 
ericans of  Japanese  ancestry  to  return  to  their 
homes  on  the  Pacific  Coast  is  peculiarly  ours.  We 
realize,  however,  that  it  is  only  a small  part  of  a 
tremendous  task  that  faces  us  all  in  helping  to 
re-establish  homes  and  community  life  all  over 
the  world. 

The  way  in  which  we  as  a Society  face  the  con- 
scription laws  both  now  and  in  peace  tim.es  has 
been  considered,  and  it  is  urged  that  all  Friends 
give  this  matter  their  serious  consideration.  While 
we  are  not  yet  in  agreement  as  to  whether  or  not 
we  should  help  administer  the  Selective  Service 
Act  as  it  applies  to  conscientious  objectors,  we 
are  sure  that  our  Society,  and  everyone  in  it 
should  do  much  more  than  has  been  done  in  de- 
veloping a sense  of  unity  and  community  with 
the  conscripted  C.  O.  through  intervisitation,  so 
that  this  problem  can  be  faced  together. 

Post  war  conscription  is  clearly  a violation  of 
principles  which  we  hold  and  should  be  resisted 
in  every  way  possible.  We  feel  that  Friends  should 
not  administer  camps  under  post-war  conscription 
if  it  comes,  but  it  may  be  that  men  could  be  fur- 
loughed to  projects  which  are  entirely  the  respon- 
sibility of  Friends.  We  also  feel  that  Friends 
should  give  positive  and  constructive  support  to 
those  in  authority  who  are  striving  to  solve  the 
problems  of  the  world  and  build  a basis  for  en- 
during peace. 

We  shared  a growing  concern  for  the  education 
of  our  children.  There  is  a great  need  for  education 
which  is  centered  in  a sense  of  wholeness  of  life 
in  God.  Plans  and  experiments  are  going  forward 
in  this  region  to  put  this  concern  into  action. 


Because  of  the  divided  state  of  our  world  we 
are  separated  physically  from  some  Friends.  We 
have  rejoiced  in  the  epistles  received,  especially 
those  from  countries  cut  off  from  us  by  war.  The 
spirit  of  Christ  unites  us  all.  We  have  looked  for- 
ward eagerly  to  the  time  when  the  barriers  of 
conflict  are  removed  and  we  can  again  share  fel- 
lowship with  Friends  in  China,  Japan  and  else- 
where. Visiting  back  and  forth  must  be  begun  im- 
mediately. A conference  of  all  Friends  on  the 
Pacific  Rim  is  urgent,  and  we  are  beginning  to 
prepare  for  such  a meeting.  There  is  felt  an  ever- 
present need  for  immediate  and  constant  inter- 
visitation among  all  Friends,  not  only  in  this 
country  but  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  to  develop 
a unified  spiritual  fellowship  among  us. 

Through  all  our  exercises  we  have  been  aware 
of  one  central  question.  How  can  we  become  the 
Society  that  the  world  expects  us  to  be,  that  God 
wills  us  to  be,  that  we  must  be  in  order  to  give 
the  world  the  spiritual  ministry  that  it  so  des- 
perately needs  and  desires?  We  recognize  that 
there  has  been  a tendency  to  avoid  problems  ra- 
ther than  meet  them  and  solve  them.  We  may, 
at  times,  have  lost  sight  of  the  responsibility 
which  we  have  for  each  other  and  for  our  common 
life.  We  can  demonstrate  by  our  meeting  and  by 
our  association  together  that  a society  is  possible 
which  enables  its  members  to  face  the  problems 
and  responsibilities  of  life,  to  share  the  burden  of 
the  world’s  suffering  in  wholeness  both  within 
and  with  all  mankind,  with  joy  and  courage.  This 
is  our  challenge  as  a Society.  Are  we  ready? 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  association, 

Robert  H.  Dann,  Clerk 
Helen  E.  Brill,  Assistant  Clerk 
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IMMEDIATE  PEACE  MAKING 


The  following  concern  was  presented  to  the  As- 
sociation from  Ruth  Miller  Thompson  of  San 
Pedro,  who  has  received  her  idea  from  Dr,  Albert 
W.  Palmer’s  article  “Victory  for  Humanity.” 
Stimulated  by  the  need  for  immediate  peace-mak- 
ing, she  makes  the  following  suggestions  with  this 
comment:  “I  would  be  very  grateful  for  comments 
by  letter,  or  for  notes  recording  any  discussion  of 
this  subject  among  those  attending  the  Pacific 
Coast  Association  of  Friends  meeting.”  Her  ad- 
dress is  1151  Paseo  del  Mar,  San  Pedro,  Calif. 

Mrs.  Thompson's  suggestions  have  elicited  in- 
terest from  the  War  Registers’  League  and  the 

Pacifist  Research  Bureau.  She  writes:  “In  bare 
outline,  here  is  a proposal  which  I am  concerned 
that  Friends  should  consider.” 

“Suppose  that  the  Swiss  government  were  to 
establish  a commission  to  discover  acceptable 
peace  conditions.  A Swiss  commission  could  hear 
testimony  from  nationals  of  all  belligerents,  of 
all  exile  and  puppet  governments,  of  all  neutrals, 
officials,  spokesmen  for  private  organizations,  and 
individual  citizens.  It  could  ask  for  communica- 
tions from  legislatures,  as  well  as  heads  of  states, 
and  from  important  sections  of  the  public  such  as 
labor,  farmers,  etc.  Its  invitations  to  state  peace 
conditions,  and  progressively  to  revise  them, 
could  be  repeated  at  frequent  intervals,  while 


hostilities  continued,  as  preliminaries  rather  than 
sequels  to  an  armistice. 

“While  military  operations  continue  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  various  governments,  offers  can  be 
made,  publicized  by  world-wide  broadcasts,  digest- 
ed, and  discussed  in  every  country.  Absence  of 
the  usual  pacifist  demand  for  immediate  cessation 
of  hostilities  as  prerequisite  to  activity  by  the 
Swiss  Commission,  in  in  line  with  the  unique  fea- 
tures of  Dr.  Palmer’s  proposal.  It  would  allow 
each  belligerent,  like  William  Penn,  to  ‘ . . . wear 
thy  sword  as  long  as  thou  canst.’  Not  being  asked 
to  abandon  military  safeguards  against  treachery 
in  strategic  battle  areas,  until  they  were  ready 
to  do  so,  might  give  the  nations  the  security  of 
mind  necessary  to  begin  consideration  of  peace 
terms.  'Transition  to  reliance  upon  pacific  machin- 
ery could  be  made  as  fast  as  this  machinery  was 
felt  to  be  reliably  associated  with  a growing  pa- 
cific intent. 

“How  might  the  Swiss  government  be  induced 
to  undertake  such  a project?  Perhaps,  by  the  di- 
rect request  of  churches  and  churchmen,  begin- 
ning with  the  quickest  possible  technique,  a pe- 
tition from  individual  churchmen  (as  practiced  in 
preparation  of  the  seven  point  inter-faith  declara- 
tion on  peace  principles).  Petitions  from  official 
church  bodies  could  follow.  Any  religious  body, 
whether  classifiable  as  Christian,  Jewish,  Budd- 
hist, or  what  not,  could  participate.” 
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